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HIV medical providers can play an important role 
in making the case for expanding Medicaid in the 
19 states that have not yet expanded.  This brief 
compiles resources to assist providers with doing 
so.

Join forces with other individuals and 
organizations working to expand Medicaid in 
your state.  Lend your voice and the perspective 
of your patients to their efforts. 

State-level Coalitions

• Alabama: Saving Ourselves
• Florida: Healthcare for Florida-NOW
• Georgia: Cover Georgia
• Idaho: The Right Medicine for Idaho
•
•
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•
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•

Kansas: Kansas Health Consumer Coalition
Maine: Cover Maine Now
Mississippi: Mississippi Healthcare Access
Missouri: Missouri Medicaid Coalition
Nebraska: Nebraska Hospital Association
North Carolina:
North Carolina Justice Center: Health Access Coalition
Oklahoma: Oklahoma Policy Institute
South Dakota: South Dakota State Medical Association
Tennessee: Tennessee Plan Coalition
Texas: Cover Texas Now
Utah: Utahans for the Medicaid Expansion
Virginia: Healthcare for All Virginians
Wisconsin: Community Advocates Policy Institute
Wyoming: Equality State Policy Center

Map Source: AIDSVu - Medicaid Expansion Decisions alongside HIV Prevalence - 
http://aidsvu.org/new-aidsvu-resource-displays-medicaid-expansion-decisions-alongside-hiv-prvalence/

http://sosmovement.net/join-the-movement/ourfocus/expand-medicaid-in-alabama/
http://healthcareforflorida.org/medicaidcoalition
http://www.coverga.org/
http://kshealthconsumer.com/
http://covermainenow.com/
http://www.momedicaidcoalition.org/
http://www.nebraskahospitals.org/advocacy/state_issues/legislature_2015_16/
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=health
http://okpolicy.org/medicaid-and-the-affordable-care-act
https://www.sdsma.org/web/Advocacy/Health_Care_Delivery_Issues/SDSMA/Advocacy/HC_delivery_issues.aspx?hkey=62b13267-7ada-4c4e-9372-3d8c5b90192b
https://www.change.org/organizations/tennesseeplan
http://www.covertexasnow.org/
https://betterutah.actionkit.com/letter/medicaid_expansion
http://havcoalition.org/
http://www.mhawisconsin.org/Data/Sites/1/media/PublicPolicy/ca-ppi---phixe---expand-medicaid-1-pager.pdf
http://equalitystate.org/2013/01/22/wyoming-coalition-for-medicaid-expansion/
http://www.msleftmeout.org/
http://closethegapidaho.org/
http://www.ncjustice.org/?q=health
http://aidsvu.org/new-aidsvu-resource-displays-medicaid-expansion-decisions-alongside-hiv-prevalence/
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Educate State Policymakers on the Importance of Expanding Medicaid for 
People with HIV 

Policymakers may not be familiar with the advances in HIV treatment or the challenges that 
people with HIV face in accessing health coverage and health care services and treatment.  Below 
are key points to consider sharing with policymakers to make the case for expanding Medicaid.  

• Early and continuous access to HIV treatment allows patients with HIV to stay healthy and
enjoy near normal life expectancies.i  Effective HIV treatment also significantly reduces
patients’ risk of transmitting HIV to others.ii  Treatment guidelines now recommend that
patients diagnosed with HIV be offered HIV treatment upon diagnosis.iii

• Only around 40% of people with HIV are in regular medical care and just 30% of patients
with HIV nationally are estimated to be virally suppression – the clinical goal of HIV
treatment.iv

• The rate of poverty among people with HIV is much higher than the general population.
An estimated 44% of people with HIV have incomes below the federal poverty level.v

• The Medicaid program plays a critical role in supporting HIV care with 50% of people
living with HIV in care relying on Medicaid coverage even before states started expanding
Medicaid in 2014. Unless a state expands Medicaid, most patients with HIV will not
qualify for Medicaid coverage until they become sick enough to be considered disabled.vi

• Medicaid coverage offers patients with HIV access to comprehensive benefits without any
or with only nominal co-payments for medications and services. Affordable access to
health care services and treatment is important to ensure patients with HIV can maintain
access to the medications, services and providers they need to stay healthy.vii

• The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program is critical to improving outcomes for patients with HIV
and to public health, but it is not a health insurance program. Funding for the Ryan White
Program is limited, and it does not support access to non-HIV specialty care and
treatment.

Additional Resources

The links below include additional resources to help educate policymakers on the importance of expanding 
Medicaid as well as information on connecting with other stakeholders, such as your state hospital association.

• Kaiser Family Foundation: Status of State Action on the Medicaid Expansion Decision

• KFF: The Coverage Gap: Uninsured Poor Adults in States that Do Not Expand Medicaid – An Update

• Center on Budget and Policy Priorities: Health Reform's Medicaid Expansion: A Tool Kit for State
Advocates

• Families USA: Medicaid Expansion Waivers in the States

• State Hospital Associations

• American Medical Association: Reforming Medicaid

• AIDSVu.org - HIV Prevalence among Non-Medicaid Expansion States

Questions? Please contact HIVMA staff at policy@hivma.org for assistance with Medicaid advocacy. 

http://kff.org/health-reform/state-indicator/state-activity-around-expanding-medicaid-under-the-affordable-care-act/
http://kff.org/health-reform/issue-brief/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-do-not-expand-medicaid-an-update/
http://www.cbpp.org/health-reforms-medicaid-expansion
http://familiesusa.org/medicaid-expansion-waivers-states/#/
http://www.healthguideusa.org/state_hospital_associations.htm
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/advocacy/state-advocacy-arc/state-advocacy-campaigns/reforming-medicaid.page
http://aidsvu.org/new-aidsvu-resource-displays-medicaid-expansion-decisions-alongside-hiv-prevalence/
mailto:policy@hivma.org
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i AIDSinfo.gov.  HIV Treatment:  The Basics.  Available online at:  https://aidsinfo.nih.gov/education-materials/fact-
sheets/21/51/hiv-treatment--the-basics.
ii Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  Prevention Benefits of HIV Treatment. Available online at:  
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/prevention/research/tap/.
iii U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Guidelines for the Use of Antiretroviral Agents in HIV-1-Infected 
Adults and Adolescents. Available online at:  
https://aidsinfo.nih.gov/guidelines/html/1/adult-and-adolescent-treatment-guidelines/0.
iv HIV Care Continuum. Available online at:  https://www.aids.gov/federal-resources/policies/care-continuum/.
v Kates J et al. Assessing the impact of the Affordable Care Act on health insurance coverage of people with HIV. 
January 2014. Available online at http://kff.org/report-section/assessing-the-impact-of-the-affordable-care-act-on-
health-insurance-coverage-of-people-with-hiv-issue-brief/.
vi Kaiser Family Foundation. Medicaid and HIV/AIDS. March 2013. Available at: 
http://kff.org/hivaids/fact-sheet/medicaid-and-hivaids.
vii IBID.
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